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Summary 

 
 
The species of the genus Leptocoris Hahn 1831 (= Serinetha auctt.) for many years have been 
difficult to separate in the Indo-Pacific region. 
My first introduction to this problem was an attempt to identify the Australian specimens of the 
genus in the various Australian Museum collections. Most of the medium sized species were 
labelled lurida (Dallas), the larger abdominalis (Fabr.) and a small unnamed species from Central 
Australia was evidently vulgaris Bergroth. In an effort to find more satisfactory taxonomic 
characters I dissected out the male and female genital capsules of a series of specimens and it was 
soon evident that there were only three very distinctive species involved. The medium sized group 
belonged to two species and it was possible to identify one sction of these with the name mitellata 
Bergroth because of the presence in most (but not all) of a distinctive red spot on the hemelytra; this 
is mentioned in Bergroth’s description. The remaining medium sized specimens belonged to the 
same species as the small vulgaris whilst the largest specimens represented another species. 
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